Presque Isle County Road Commission
Minutes
October 7, 2026
The regular meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for Presque Isle County was held at the Road Commission office at 657 South Bradley, Rogers City, Michigan. Chairman Norman Quaine called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  

Board Members Present: Norman Quaine, Thomas Catalano, Robert Macomber
Also Present: Supt./Mgr David Kowalski, Board Secretary Anne Wirgau, County Road Engineer Mark Straley
Visitors: Clifford Tollini- Presque Isle County Commissioner, Robert and Frances Brink, Gerald Mendrick, Joel Jaroch – Ocqueoc Township Trustee
Minutes:
          A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to approve the minutes from the September 16, 2026 regular meeting.
         Ayes: All

Accounts Payable: 	
           A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to approve October 7, 2026 accounts payable in the amount of $586,239.70
         Ayes: Quaine, Catalano, Macomber                                      				

Superintendent Managers Report:            
                                         
· From the previous meeting I did contact the following people; John Ennest, Mark Straley, Roy Tulgetska (fuel surcharge), Dennis Norton (go ahead with sailing club building funding), Terry Mconnel (paving to be prepaid in full before contract), and Peter Randazoo (legality of gate).
· Sand Bay Trading Company and Woodys PIE&G charging station.  Under new business.
· Paving update; top course is being applied to 638.  Claus Road is done.
· MDOT work for 2026, was approximately $1,600,000.00 including TWA’s
· Peterbilt truck has been delivered.
· Jake from Clear Heights Construction has put together an estimate for the Posen salt barn.  Total cost came to $522,680.00 of that 31% is ours ($162,030.00 ) I also have us doing the electrical, sub base, final grade and asphalt. I also will be meeting with MDOT Tim Croze regarding our contract, I have several questions as how payment will be made and or reimbursed. Tab 1shows costs, Tab 9 shows possible location
· Presque Isle Township has announced a public hearing for a special assessment for Whiskey Point Road, Maple Street, and  White Birch Street on November 9, 2026 at 4 pm. Tab 2
· I received a reply from the EPA on my letter explaining the troubles we are having with Def systems on our equipment. Tab 3 
· Put together an estimate for 638 from Claus Road to 451. Tab 4
· Per Spicer Group we have been instructed to close Spile Dam bridge down to traffic before October 9th. Tab 5 They also said this structure was picked for possible replacement at the last bridge meeting, here is where we will have to decide if we want to spend the match funds on this or leave it closed. A letter has been sent to all residents on Spile Dam Road notifying them of the upcoming closure. Tab 6
· 638 through Millersburg including structure 8995  has been jurisdictionally transferred from the Village of Millersburg to the Presque Isle County Road Commission including adding 1 mile of primary road to our certified mileage. Tab 7
· The Michigan Department of Transportation has announced that the Local Bridge Advisory Board has approved the recommendation by our Region Bridge Council to select structure 8995 Millersburg bridge for rehabilitation. Application estimate $1,277,000.00 of which 95% will be covered by Federal and State funds. Tab 8
· Pulled some of the boards out of the grand lake dam, trying to drop it 6 inches below in 12 days and keep at that level until ice forms then we will turn it over to the County.
· Spicers Group is shooting elevations on the Grand Lake outlet between 638 and Old State road today.
· The My Wish grant was sent in on October 1st.
· I signed the pay estimate for Ocqueoc Road and bridge rehabilitation from last year, getting close to closing that project out.
· After a recent survey at the Posen garage, the property line is much closer to our facility than originally thought. I am proposing we construct a fence of some sort from M-65 to the survey corner stake. Tab 9
· North Grand Lake Hwy Contech culvert replacement, on the last one we had engineering including an EGLE permit. I believe we would need the same to do this one. Also I would like to order said culvert after the first of the year. Cost was $55,500.00 as of April 2026. Tab 10 shows location
· Bitmat is looking into keeping the same pricing for 2027 as it was in 2026.
· RTF Meeting October 16th we need 2031 added to list. And any additions to the illustrative list.  Discussion held, Board will meet on Wednesday, October 14, 2026 at 8:30 am to review and add items to the 5 Year Plan and Illustrative list.
· Polaski Road – County Road Engineer Straley recommends complete removal of old asphalt on Polaski Road and rebuild of the subbase. Discussion was held regarding possible slight reduction of several hills.
· Sand/Salt Mix – Supt./Mgr is recommending an increase in price for sales to public and other municipal agencies due to increase in salt prices.  $48.00 per ton for municipal agencies and $55.00 for public.  Board agreed with the increase.
Visitors:
      Gerald Mendrick, Nagel Highway resident, appeared before the Board to discuss water issue in his crawl space.  Mr. Mendrick believes the culverts on the east side of Nagel Highway are too low and this is causing water to remain in his crawl space which has not happened in the past forty-six years.  Lengthy discussion was held with it being noted this spring’s run off was highly unusual and described as a 500-year storm water event.  The water table has remained high throughout the summer. At this time there is nothing the Road Commission can do to reduce the water table at Nagel Highway. Supt./Mgr Kowalski and County Road Engineer Straley will inspect Nagel Highway, ditches and culverts after today’s meeting. Mr. Mendrick left the meeting at 10:15 a.m.
     Ocqueoc Township Trustee Joel Jaroch inquired about the status of the possible purchase of a new gravel pit by the Road Commission.  Discussion was held.  Additionally, a discussion was held regarding the M-68/US-23 intersection and possible remedies to reduce the danger related to traffic at the intersection.
    Robert and Frances Brink, residents of Spile Dam Road, appeared before the Board to discuss the closing of the Spile Dam Bridge effective October 9, 2026.  Notice was sent to residents of Spile Dam Road advising of the closure based on the recommendation of the engineering group doing annual bridge inspections in the County.  Mr. and Mrs. Brink are in favor of the closure and believe it will reduce traffic on their road.  Mrs. Brink asked if the bridge would be open to pedestrian traffic? Supt./Mgr Kowalski stated berms would be built on both sides of the bridge to prevent vehicular traffic.  He did not believe it would prevent people from walking over the bridge if they walked around the berm. He also stated the Road Commission would be building two turn arounds for the plow truck within the road right of way.  Supt./Mgr Kowalski stated no road commission funds will be used to maintain the bridge from October 9th forward.
County Road Engineer Report: 
    County Road Engineer Straley updated the Board on the status of due diligence	being performed for a possible purchase of a gravel pit in Presque Isle County.  County Road Engineer Straley met with Presque Isle Township Zoning official last week and received information regarding the I-2 Zoning permitted use to mine in the specific pit. Discussion was held regarding the zoning, the quality of the gravel at the site and EGLE requirements.  EGLE performed a desktop review and a copy of the site was shown to the Board.  County Road Engineer Straley is recommending a wetland inventory be done by a private firm to delineate any wetland areas. The board was in favor of Mr. Straley contacting a private firm to perform the study.  Wetland mitigation was discussed briefly along with a reclamation plan requirement.
   Commissioner Macomber recommended a preliminary purchase agreement be obtained to protect the Road Commission’s interest in the property until all of the due diligence aspects can be completed.  Supt./Mgr Kowalski will contact MCRCSIP for the preparation of the document.
   

Unfinished Business:
   None
New Business:
       A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to have the PIE & G charging station and  electric service removed from the Fletcher Gilchrist Park per notice from PIE & G that they were no longer supporting them.
       Ayes:  All
      A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to cast an affirmative vote for NMARC Board Members Jalene Sandel, Donna Lowe and Karl Hanson for 2-year terms on the CRA Board as Trustees.
      Ayes:  All
      A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to authorize expenses for Finance Director and Administrative Assistant/HR to attend the quarterly Finance and Human Resources meeting on Tuesday, October 27, 2026 at Wexford County CRC.
     Ayes:  Quaine, Macomber, Catalano
   Commissioner Catalano brought forth a request from Leroy Watson on Five Mile Highway, west of Little Rainy Road, for the hill to be cut down.  Discussion was held.  Supt./Mgr will have the Onaway Foreman inspect the area in question for road condition and visibility.

     The next regular meeting dates will be Wednesday, October 21, 2026 at 8:30 a.m. and Wednesday, November 4, 2026 at 8:30 a.m. and Wednesday, November 18, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.

     The next quarterly Straits Area Council meeting will be Tuesday, November 3, 2026.
      
       With no further business to come before the Board the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 10:52 a.m.
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