

   Presque Isle County Road Commission
Minutes
March 4, 2026

The regular meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for Presque Isle County was held at the Road Commission office at 657 South Bradley, Rogers City, Michigan. Chairman Norman Quaine called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  

Board Members Present: Robert Macomber, Norman Quaine, Thomas Catalano
Also Present: Supt./Mgr David Kowalski, Board Secretary Anne Wirgau 
Visitors: Clifford Tollini - Presque Isle County Commissioner, Joel Jaroch – Ocqueoc Township Trustee 

Minutes:
          A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to approve minutes from February 18, regular meeting.
         Ayes: All

Accounts Payable: 	
           A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to approve March 4, 2026, accounts payable in the amount of $220,940.62
         Ayes: Macomber, Quaine, Catalano

Supt./Mgr Report:          
      
· Kenworth truck has sent a quote for a plow truck, they have figured out the radiator and hood problem. I am still waiting for a Western Star quote.
·  We came across another road we maintain that is not on our certified mileage list. Chapman Dr it is 547 feet long.
·  David Sorget has set his retirement date of April 30 2026.I feel we should advertise for a Heavy truck/equipment mechanic with certifications and a class A CDL.
·  We are replacing some of the Western Star wiring harnesses due to the fact that they have been getting spliced together over the years. The ECUs need very consistent current to operate correctly. Splicing of the wires does affect currents. These harnesses are about $3,500.00 for truck.
·  Millersburg bridge update, Mark is collecting the data on the Utilities in the road and around the bridge. It has to be worded in the memorandum that the Road Commission does not take control of gas, sewer, water utilities that may be there. We will take control of the catch basins and storm water.
·  Maps showing our completed work for 2025 are complete and will be sent out to all 14 Townships. 
·  Shubert Hwy bridge update and concerns, the guardrail does not follow the curve of the road and is dangerous with ends being so close to the white line. We have a water pooling issue, we also have concrete spalling on the deck surface. R.S. Scott has written up a review letter for us and will be sending it in to the project supervisor Jason Pickle.
·  I caught wind of another solar farm possibly going in south of Metz Hwy in Pulaski Township. Possibly near the Elowsky Mill.
·  Lake Augusta intersection, I have received plans from R.S. Scott. Mark and I talked about them and I would like to move it more north. This would require less fill and hill cutting. We are going to get Luke Golden from EGLE to do an onsite review with us this spring to determine if it is wetlands or not.
·  Lost Lake relocation update, We have received the full-size plans please take a look and make sure everything is correct and complete. Per Bill Henn we do not need a public hearing. Reason is the road leaves on his property and re-enters on his property.
·  The sales tax for gas tax swap is taking longer than expected. We won’t see January’s fund increase until the first week of April according to Denise Donohue.
·  Letter addressed to Thomas Catalano.


Visitors:
       Trustee Jaroch thanked the Road Commission for the repair work on the Ocqueoc Bridge over Ocqueoc River on US-23.  Supt./Mgr Kowalski stated the bridge is scheduled for replacement in 2027 and also that MDOT has a plan to do further repairs to the deck prior to replacement.
      Supt./Mgr provided a list of possible local roads within Ocqueoc Township which would benefit from the application of Permazyme.  Discussion was held regarding the amount of traffic on River Road near Ocqueoc Falls.  Trustee Jaroch asked what the estimated cost would be to Permazyme River Road?  Supt./Mgr Kowalski will prepare an estimate and provide to Ocqueoc Township.  
      Trustee Jaroch stated he would take the list of possible projects to his Board for further discussion.
     A discussion was held regarding the amount of work the Road Commission does on the MDOT State Trunkline with it being noted the Road Commission has an annual Maintenance Contract with MDOT and is reimbursed for work done on the State Roads. Since 2023 the reimbursements have averaged over 1.23 million per year.
      Trustee Jaroch also asked if any plans were known to create a safer US-23/M-68 intersection.  He had asked MDOT and did not receive a response.  Discussion was held.  Commissioner Macomber explained how the 85% percentile speed studies are performed and the end result could be an increase in speed limit, not a reduction.
Unfinished Business:

     None

      New Business:

            A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to authorize purchase of one (1) Hot Water Trailer Unit from Hotsy for $15,900.00. 
           Ayes: Quaine, Catalano, Macomber

     A motion was made by Macomber (Catalano) to enter an agreement with Rogers Township for Evergreen Hwy (US-23 to around curve, approximately 500 feet) to improve road surface with an estimated cost of $30,000.00 with Township cost share of $19,500.00 and Road Commission cost share of $10,500.00.
     Ayes: Quaine, Macomber, Catalano
	
The following resolution was offered by Commissioner Catalano and supported by Commissioner Macomber:

[bookmark: _Hlk39730769]Resolution 2026-02

Co Rd 441 Bridge over Swan River
(Structure # 8980)
Spile Dam Bridge over Ocqueoc River
(Structure # 13867)
Ocqueoc Falls Hwy Bridge over Ocqueoc River
(Structure #8978)


WHEREAS, The Presque Isle County Board of Road Commissioners wishes to secure funding to replace the bridge over Swan River on Co Rd 441 located within section 13-14, T34N-R5E,  Belknap Twp,  Presque Isle County, Michigan

WHEREAS, The Presque Isle County Board of Road Commissioners also wishes to secure funding to replace the bridge over the Ocqueoc River on Spile Dam Road located within section 19, T34N-R4E, Bismarck Twp, Presque Isle County, Michigan

WHEREAS, The Presque Isle County Board of Road Commissioners also wishes to secure funding to perform preventative maintenance on the bridge over the Ocqueoc River on Ocqueoc Falls Hwy located within sections 27-28, T35N-R3E, Ocqueoc Twp, Presque Isle County, Michigan

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Presque Isle County Road Commission hereby supports the effort to request funding from the Local Bridge Program to replace the Co Rd 441 Bridge over the Swan River and Spile Dam Bridge over the Ocqueoc River and further supports efforts to request funding for preventative maintenance on the Ocqueoc Falls Hwy Bridge over the Ocqueoc River,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Presque Isle County Road Commission concurs that this replacement is urgently needed.

Adopted:	Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber
		Nays:   None


           A motion was made by Catalano (Macomber) to authorize expenses for the Foremen to attend the CRA Highway Conference Trade Show on Tuesday, March 24-Wednesday, March 25, 2026.
           Ayes:  Quaine, Catalano, Macomber

          Finance Director Wirgau advised the Board a reimbursement request has been made to DHS/MSP/FEMA for expenditures for Ice Storm 2025.  The request is currently under review and once approved the money will be sent in three to four weeks.

          Discussion was held on whether or not to conduct a Public Hearing regarding the possible Lost Lake Road relocation and abandonment.  The Board directed Supt./Mgr to check with legal counsel.
      Discussion was held regarding a third-party review of the plans for Lost Lake.  Supt./Mgr was directed to contact Spicer Group, Inc for this service.          
   
         The next scheduled regular meetings of the Presque Isle County Road Commission are set for Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. and Wednesday, April 1, 18, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.  
 
   
    With no further business to come before the Board the Chairman adjourned the meeting at   10:40 a.m.
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