
            Presque Isle County Road Commission

Minutes

March 3, 2014
The regular meeting of the Board of Road Commissioners for Presque Isle County was held at the Road Commission office at 657 South Bradley, Rogers City, Michigan. Chairman Thomas Catalano called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
Board Members Present: Charles Rhode, Thomas Catalano, Ronald Bischer
Also Present: Clerk Anne Wirgau
Visitors:   Dave Rakocy, Jerry Wenzel, Allis Township Supervisor Cliff Tollini
Minutes:
           Motion by Rhode (Catalano) to accept the minutes from the February 17, 2014 meeting as presented.

           Ayes:  All
Accounts Payable: 

           Motion by Bischer (Catalano) to approve the accounts payable in the amount of             $​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 122,343.88
            Ayes:   Catalano, Rhode, Bischer
Visitors:

           Jerry Wenzel, Nagel Highway resident, appeared before the Board to complain about the intersection of US-23 and Nagel Highway in his opinion being dangerous due to lack of salting on the right hand lane.  Mr. Wenzel is concerned that someone is going to be killed due to sliding out into US-23 at the end of Nagel Highway.    Rogers City Foreman Don Roznowski entered meeting to discuss the issue.  Foreman Roznowski explained that the driver for the US-23 north route  is applying salt in the middle of road (Nagel Highway) every time the road is plowed.  The standard procedure for winter maintenance of side roads off US-23 is to plow on the way in and salt on the way out.  The salt is directed at the crown of the road and then works to both sides of the roads.  Mr. Wenzel stated the salt does not end up on the right lane, it is all on the left lane.  Further discussion was held with the end consensus being that the driver will be asked to spread additional salt if time allows.  
            Mr. Wenzel also asked about reimbursement for a cracked windshield due to a stone falling from a Road Commission truck.  Last year Mr. Wenzel was given the contact information for our insurance carrier and was denied the claim.  Chairman Catalano stated that if our insurance was not paying, neither was the Road Commission.  Mr. Wenzel left the meeting at 9:15 a.m.

            Dave Rakocy, Agent for Noseeum Sports Club, presented a petition to abandon Tomahawk Road, between Tomahawk Lake Highway and Aviation Highway, and/or between Tomahawk Lake Highway and Hoffmeyer Road, for an approximate distance of .95 miles, located in Section (s) 18 & 19 of Case Township, T.33N.-R3E.  Reasons for desiring abandonment include Tomahawk Road has not been maintained by the Road Commission for the past twenty plus years, a lack of deeded right of way or McNitt road description, an increase in trespassers, break-ins, vandalism, poaching and dumping.  Landowners currently maintain the road.  The above reasons were discussed by the Board as well as clarification of the snowmobile trail in relation to Tomahawk Road.  Vice Chairman Rhode asked that the matter be put on the agenda for the next meeting to allow time to research and verify the information on the petition.  Clerk Wirgau will put on the agenda for the March 17, 2014 meeting and obtain landowner information from the Register of Deeds Office to satisfy abandonment requirements.   Mr. Rakocy left the meeting at 9:50 a.m.

         Allis Township Supervisor Cliff Tollini appeared before the Board to inquire on the status of the Category A Grant project, specifically if the bid had been awarded and to whom it was granted. When will work on the project begin?   Clerk Wirgau advised that the title sheet for the project had been signed at the February 3, 2014 meeting.  Supervisor Tollini would like the information before Wednesday, March 5, 2014 if possible.   Mr. Tollini left the meeting at 10:10 a.m.

Supt./Mgr Report: (Clerk Wirgau presented)
· Three candidates were interviewed for the part time janitor position.  Brad Mertz was hired and started on Friday, February 28, 2014 at 20 hours per week.

· Snowfall year to date is 111”

· The new truck has arrived and can be inspected after the meeting

· Supt./Mgr Smigelski met with Presque Isle Township officials regarding road improvement projects on Fireside Drive and Lake Street.  Supt./Mgr is preparing estimates for their April, 2014 meeting.

· Letters have been received from the Timbermen’s Assocation and DPI regarding the weight restriction season.

· Supt./Mgr met with reporter from the Alpena News last week – working on article on bridges to be published later this week.

· Due to higher than normal winter maintenance costs, adjustments will be needed the 2014 Budget at the end of the 1st quarter.

Unfinished Business:


Commissioner Bischer initiated a discussion regarding the need for additional new trucks.  Commissioner Bischer stated that he is in agreement with Vice Chairman Rhode that until the pending projects are completed no funds from our regular funding sources should be spent on new trucks.  Commissioner Bischer brought forth the idea of combining the Posen Foreman position and the Rogers City Foreman position when Thomas Kroll retires next year.  Lengthy discussion was held and Rogers City Foreman Roznowski was asked for his input.  Board consensus was to do further research during the next year on the possibility of combining the positions.
New Business:

Motion by Rhode (Bischer) to authorize expenses for the Commissioners to attend the Commissioner’s Seminar April 13-15, 2014 in Bay City.  


Ayes:  Catalano, Rhode, Bischer

The next meeting dates for the Board of Road Commissioners will be on Monday, March 17, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. and Monday, April 7, 2014 at 8:30 a.m.


There being no further business it was moved by Catalano (Rhode) to adjourn the meeting at 10:47 a.m.  

         
Ayes:  All
.


